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Israel 25 Years after the Oslo Accords 

Why Israelis Shy from Victory 

by Daniel Pipes 

ne day, imagine, a U.S. president tells an Israeli prime minister: “Palestinian  
extremism damages American security. We need you to end it by achieving 
victory over 

the Palestinians. Do 
what it takes within 
legal, moral, and 
practical boundaries.” 
The president con-
tinues: “Impose your 
will on them; induce 
a sense of defeat, so 
they give up their 70-
year-old dream of 
eliminating Israel. 
Win your war.”  

How might the 
prime minister re-
spond? Would he seize 
the moment and punish 
the incitement and 
violence sponsored by 
the Palestinian Authority (PA)? Would he inform Hamas that every aggression would 
temporarily stop all shipments of water, food, medicine, and electricity?  

Or would he decline the offer? 

O 

A cardiologist at Hadassah Hospital cares for a Palestinian baby. Many
Israelis wrongly assume that if Palestinians gain sufficiently from the
economic, medical, legal, and other benefits that the Jewish national
revival brings them, they will relent and accept the Jewish presence. 
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system and who was saved at an 
Israeli hospital announced on 
camera that she wanted him to grow 
up to be a suicide bomber.8 In 2017, 
two sisters entering Israel from 
Gaza, so one of them could receive 
cancer treatment, attempted to 
smuggle explosives for Hamas.9  

Why the failure? The French-
German model included a factor 
absent from the Israeli-Palestinian 
theater: The defeat of the Nazis. 
Conciliation occurred not with Hitler 
still in power but after he and his goals 
had been pulverized; in contrast, the 
great majority of Palestinians still 
believe they can win (i.e., eliminate 
the Jewish state). They also view 
efforts at building their economy 
with suspicion, as Israel sneakily 
achieving hegemonic control.  

As early as 1923, the Zionist leader 
Vladimir Jabotinsky predicted this failure, 
calling it infantile “to think that the Arabs 
will voluntarily consent to the realization of 
Zionism in return for the cultural and 
economic benefits we can bestow on 
them.”10 

More broadly, increased funding for 
the Palestinians has not built consumerism 
and individualism but rage. As one might 
expect, helping an enemy develop its 
economy while war is yet underway means 
supplying it with resources to continue the 
battle. The money has gone to incitement, 
“martyr” inculcation, guns, and attack 
tunnels. Steve Stotsky proved a decade ago 
the remarkably close correlation between 

                                                 
8 Fox News, Jan. 13, 2011. 

9 IMRA, Apr. 19, 2017.  

10 Vladimir Jabotinsky, “The Iran Wall (We and the 
Arabs),” The Jewish Herald (Johannesburg), 
Nov. 26, 1937.  

funding for the Palestinian Authority and 
attacks on Israelis; each additional $1.25 
million in aid, he graphed, translated into the 
killing of an additional Israeli.11  

Despite perpetual disappointment, 
Israeli belief in Palestinian prosperity leading 
to conciliation lives on. Obviously, victory 
has no appeal to Israelis hoping, however 
forlornly, for the magic of late-model cars.  

Wars end, historical experience 
shows, not by enriching the enemy but by 
depriving it of resources, reducing its 
military capabilities, demoralizing its 
supporters, and spurring popular revolt.12 
Toward this end, armies over the ages cut 
supply routes, starved cities, established 
blockades, and applied embargoes. In that 
spirit, were Israel to engage in economic 
                                                 
11 Steve Stotsky, “Correlating Palestinian Aid and 

Homicides 2000-2007,” CAMERA, Boston, 
Sept. 7, 2007.  

12 Daniel Pipes, “Lifting the ‘siege’ [on the 
Palestinian Authority]?” The Jerusalem Post, 
Mar. 14, 2001. 

Steve Stotsky proved a decade ago the remarkably close
correlation between funding for the Palestinian Authority
and attacks on Israelis; each additional $1.25 million in
aid translated into the killing of an additional Israeli.
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wires going into Gaza destroyed by a Hamas 
rocket, at risk to the lives of its employees.13 

Likewise, when the economic 
situation in Gaza worsened in early 2018, 
one might imagine Jewish Israelis, the object 
of Hamas’ murderous intentions, to be 
unconcerned or even pleased about their 
enemies’ problems. But no: As one headline 
put it, “As Gaza approaches ‘famine,’ Israel, 
rather than world, appears most 

                                                 
13 Israel Hayom (Tel Aviv), July 15, 2014.  

concerned.”14 In part, this was for practical 
reasons—worrying about the price Israel 
would pay for a collapse in Gaza—but it also 
had a moral dimension: The prosperous Jews 
of Israel cannot sit by as their neighbors, 
however hostile, sink into the mire.  

Another example came from later in 
2018 when Hamas devised incendiary kite 
weapons, and the Israeli military did not stop 
this assault. Gadi Eizenkot, chief-of-staff of 
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), explained 
why not in an exchange with Education 
Minister Naftali Bennett at a closed cabinet 
meeting:  

Bennett: Why not shoot anyone 
using aerial weapons [balloons and 
kites included] against our 
communities? There are no legal 
constraints. Why not shoot at them 
instead of firing warning shots? We 
are talking about terrorists in every 
regard. 

Eizenkot: I don’t think that shooting 
at children and youth who sometimes 
fly balloons and kites is the right 
thing to do. 

Bennett: And what about those 
clearly identified as adults? 

Eizenkot: Are you suggesting 
dropping a bomb on people flying 
balloons and kites? 

Bennett: Yes.  

Eizenkot: This stands against my 
operative and moral position.15 

                                                 
14 Avi Issacharoff, “As Gaza approaches ‘famine,’ 

Israel, rather than world, appears most 
concerned,” The Times of Israel, Jan. 26, 2018.   

15 Gadi Eizenkot, interview, Israel Today 
(Jerusalem), July 19, 2018.  

When Hamas devised incendiary kite weapons,
the Israeli military did not stop the assault. IDF
chief-of-staff Gadi Eizenkot explained: “I don’t
think that shooting at children and youth who
sometimes fly balloons and kites is the right
thing to do.” But such a position impedes
victory. 
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Such a “moral position” 
obviously obstructs victory.  

Yet, voting pat-
terns and polling data 
suggest that while this 
view remains as strong as 
ever in the diaspora, 
especially the United 
States, Israeli Jews have 
become tougher-minded. 
When painful concessions 
to the Palestinians brought 
not rewards but violence, 
many Israeli Jews despaired 
of the gentle approach and 
became ready to impose 
their will on the Palestinians 
through rough measures. 
The Eizenkot remark 
created a furor. A recent poll 
showed 58 percent of 
Jewish Israelis agreeing 
that “it will only be 
possible to reach a peace agreement with the 
Palestinians when they recognize they have 
lost their war against Israel.”16  

Timid Security Services 
Two Israeli security establishments 

exist side-by-side: a fight-to-win one dealing 
with Iran and other distant enemies; and a 
defensive, police-style one dealing with 
Palestinians. The former seeks victory; the 
latter seeks calm. It is Entebbe vs. Jenin. It is 
stealing Iran’s nuclear archive vs. letting kite 
arsonists ply their trade.  

The security establishment being 
defensive matters hugely because often it has 
the final say on Palestinian policy as shown 

                                                 
16 Daniel Pipes, “Israel Victory Gains Strength,” 

Israel Hayom, July 3, 2018.  

by the Temple Mount incident in July 2017.17 
After Palestinian jihadists killed two Israeli 
policemen with weapons hidden in the sacred 
esplanade, the Israeli government placed 
metal detectors at the entrance to the Temple 
Mount, a seemingly uncontroversial step. But 
Fatah demanded their removal, and despite 
Israel’s populace and politicians over-
whelmingly wanting the metal detectors to 
stay, the devices quickly disappeared because 
the security establishment—including the 
police, the border police, Shabak, Mossad, 
and the IDF—warned that leaving them in 
place upset the Palestinians and would 
prompt violence, chaos, and even a collapse.  

                                                 
17 Daniel Pipes, “Why Israel Removed the Metal 

Detectors,” The Wall Street Journal, July 25, 
2017.  

After Palestinian jihadists killed two Israeli policemen at the Temple
Mount, the Israeli government placed metal detectors at the entrance.
When Fatah demanded their removal, the security establishment warned
that leaving them in place would prompt violence and chaos. 
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