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Gulf Economies 

How Many Qatari Nationals Are There? 
 

by Onn Winckler 
 

ost states do not divulge all 
demographic parameters of 
their population. At times, 

this data is unavailable due to the 
weakness of the regime as is the case 
with many sub-Saharan African 
countries and, more recently, with 
Yemen, Syria, and Iraq due to their 
prolonged civil wars. In other 
countries, such as the United States, 
Belgium, and France, there is a lack  
of data on the religious composition  
of the population due to official 
separation of church and state. 

While none of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states1 
have ever published the religious 
composition of their indigenous 
populations, Qatar has lagged further 
behind: It does not even make public 
the total size of its indigenous population, considered “a national secret.” As the online editor of 
a Qatari-based business publication was told when approaching the Qatar Statistics Authority 
(QSA) for the data: “We regret to inform you that the required data is not available.”2 

Until the early 1980s, the Qatari authorities did not in fact have complete demographic 
data of their indigenous population. Since then, and certainly following the implementation of 
the 1986 census, this data has been comprehensive and accurate and deliberately hidden. Why 
are the Qatari authorities not publishing the basic data on the number of their citizens as do all 
other countries? The reason for this, it seems, is quite simple: The national population is too 
small to match the country’s political needs and aspirations. Since Qatar prefers not to 
naturalize vast numbers of foreigners, including Arab Sunnis, the only option has been to hide 
the small size of the national population through the evasive pretense of not having the data. 
The principal aim of this article is to explore this “secret.”       

                                                 
1 Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).  

2 Jure Snoj, “Population of Qatar,” bq magazine (Doha), Dec. 18, 2013.  

M

Qatari demographic policy is aimed at achieving a high
population growth by encouraging a high natural increase
rate. Qatar has no income tax, and its citizens are recipients
of generous subsidies and extensive social welfare programs,
many of which are meant to encourage marriages and large
families. These include providing loans for housing, reducing
the cost of dowries, and giving family allowances that
increase according to the number of children per couple. 
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Population Growth in Qatar 
The first estimate of Qatar’s population 

made by John Gordon Lorimer of the British 
Foreign Office in 1904 put the emirate’s total 
population at approximately 27,000.3 Before the 
discovery of oil, pearl fishing was the emirate’s 
economic mainstay; however, the development 
of the Japanese cultured pearl industry at the 
beginning of the 1930s, together with the Great 
Depression, and the onset of World War II led to 
a severe economic recession and an attendant 
sharp decline in Qatar’s population to some 
16,000 by the mid-1940s.4 The beginning of oil 
exports in 1949 reversed this economic trend. 
Consequently, more and more people entered the 
emirate, and by 1950, Qatar’s total population 
was estimated at approximately 25,000-30,000.5  

The first Qatari census, taken in 1970, 
put the indigenous population at 45,039.6 
However, since it was assumed by those who 
implemented the census that the under-
enumeration (mainly of females and children) of 
that census was approximately 6 percent,7 it 
seems that the number of Qatari citizens at the 
time was closer to 47,700 (see Table 1).  

According to an estimate by 
demographers J. S. Birks and C. A. Sinclair, by 
1975, Qatar’s national population numbered 
60,300 (see Table 1), a rise of 34 percent from 
the 1970 official census result.8 This rapid 

                                                 
3 “History of Census in Qatar,” Qatar Statistics Authority, 

Doha, accessed Jan. 15, 2015.  

4 Allen J. Fromherz, Qatar: A Modern History (London 
and New York: I.B. Tauris, 2012), p. 1.  

5 Population and Development, Issue No. 6: Development 
Policy Implication of Age-Structure Transitions in 
Arab Countries (New York: U.N. Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia, 2013), annex I, 
table 1, p. 67; The Population Situation in the ECWA 
Region-Qatar (Beirut: U.N. Economic Commission 
for Western Asia, 1980), p. 8. 

6 N.B. Hudson, The First Population Census of Qatar, 
April/May 1970 (Beirut: British Embassy in Beirut, 
Middle East Development Division, Oct. 1970), p. 
17. 

7 Ibid., pp. 3-4. 

8 J.S. Birks and C.A. Sinclair, Country Case Study: The 
State of Qatar, International Migration Project, 
(Durham: University of Durham, Feb. 1978).  

population growth could not be the result of 
natural increase (i.e., births minus deaths) alone 
as it would require the unlikely annual average 
natural increase rate of 4.8 percent. Since Qatar’s 
crude death rate (CDR) in the early 1970s was 
approximately 18-20 per 1,000 people (see Table 
3), this means that in order to achieve a natural 
increase rate of 4.8 percent, the crude birth rate 
(CBR) would have to be more than 65 per 1,000, 
which is unreasonable (see Table 3). Thus, 
taking into consideration a natural increase rate 
of about 3.2 percent on an annual average during 
the first half of the 1970s, Qatar’s indigenous 
population in 1975 should have totaled some 
56,000, about 4,300 fewer than Birks and 
Sinclair’s estimate.  

Since the Qatari naturalization policy at 
that time was very strict, it is implausible that the 
authorities would have naturalized more than 
4,000 immigrants, namely 7-8 percent of the 
total Qatari citizenship, within a period of only 
five years. The only alternative for evaluating 
Birks and Sinclair’s 1975 estimate and that of 
the U.N. Economic Commission for Western 
Asia’s (ECWA), which estimated Qatar’s 
nationals at 65,357 in 1980 (see Table 1), is to 
find the number of Qatari citizens in the March 
1986 census and implement a “back projection” 
method.  

In 1985, HRD Base Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Lloyds Bank, estimated Qatar’s indigenous 
population at 84,240, namely 29 percent higher 
than the 1980 ECWA estimate. The nominal 
natural increase, namely the surplus of live births 
over deaths during the 1980-85 period was 
15,689 (see Table 3), representing an increase of 
24 percent over the ECWA estimate. This 
expresses a difference of 3,200 people between 
ECWA’s estimate of 1980 plus the natural 
increase of 1981-85 period and the estimate of 
HRD for 1985. This gap could be explained by 
the naturalization of foreign women married to 
Qatari nationals—a very common phenomenon, 
which the Qatari government highly 
encouraged—as well as by adding some 
unrecorded births, reflecting the fact that Qatar’s 
civil registration system had then been in its 
infancy. 
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numbered 48,266.13 The 
small gap of 1,650 people 
between the natural increase 
and the actual growth is 
probably due to the natural-
ization of foreign women, 
which also explains the small 
surplus of females over males 
identified in the 1997 census 
data in the age group of 15-
years and above.14 Since no 
official Qatari data is available 
on either the scale or the timing 
of the naturalization, it is 
reasonable to distribute the 
1,650 surplus equally across 
the entire period between the 
two censuses. Thus, adding 
150 to the natural increase each 
year during the eleven years 
between the two censuses 
produces the exact increase 
throughout the period between the two censuses.  

By the time of the March 2004 census, 
the Qatari authorities were publishing data 
regarding citizens 3-years old and above 
(168,958).15 By adding live births minus infant 
deaths during the three years prior to the 
implementation of this census (19,059),16 one 
arrives at a total figure for the Qatari indigenous 
population of 188,017 (see Table 1).  

Measuring the natural increase between 
the 1997 and the 2004 censuses suggests the 

                                                 
13 The natural increase between the two censuses included 

the natural increase growth for the period of Mar.-
Dec. 1986, the whole period of 1987-1996 and that of 
Jan., Feb., and half of Mar. 1997 since the census 
was implemented on Mar. 16. 

14 According to the 1997 census data, the age group of 15-
65 represented 51.3 percent among the males but 
54.5 percent among the females. See Women and 
Men in the State of Qatar, p. 16.   

15 At-Ta’dad al-Amm li-l-Sukan wa-l-Masakin-March 
2004 (Doha: Majlis at-Tahtit, Dec. 2004), table 1, p. 
141, table 8, p. 154.  

16 Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2010, 26th issue (Doha: 
Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2010), table 10, p. 29, 
table 53, p. 201.  

figure of 36,748.17 Thus, the 1997 census results 
plus the natural increase between the two 
censuses suggest 188,519, namely, 500 more 
than the actual 2004 census results—an 
insignificant number that is probably due to 
some deaths of nationals in the 1-10-age group 
and some misreporting or errors in the censuses. 
The calculated number according to the Qatari 
natural increase data suggests the figure of 
194,092 in mid-2004 (see Table 1) which is 
about 3 percent higher than this author’s 
calculation for the census results. This gap could 
be attributed to the fact that there are three and a 
half months between the census implemen-
tations, namely between mid-March, and mid-
year (end of June). Another reason is that the 
rate of the natural increase provided by the QSA 
is not totally accurate as it includes only one 
digit after the decimal point.    

                                                 
17 The natural increase growth between the 1997 and the 

2004 censuses was calculated as follows: half of the 
natural increase in March 1997 plus the whole natural 
increase of the rest of that year; the natural increase 
of the whole period of 1998-2003; and the natural 
increase of Jan., Feb., and half of Mar. 2004.   
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reasonable to divide the “extra” growth beyond 
the natural increase equally across the 6-year 
period between the two censuses.  

Qatar’s Naturalization Policy  
With the beginning of the Persian Gulf 

states’ oil era, but particularly following the 
October 1973 oil boom, these states were 
confronted with two options for closing the gap 
between their labor needs and the available 
supply: Adopt the labor migration policies of the 
developed world and naturalize vast numbers of 
foreign laborers, or import temporary labor 
migrants in order to solve shortages in the short 
run. This second option was eventually 
implemented by all of the Gulf oil states 
including Qatar. It was hoped that in the not-too-
distant future, the majority of the required 
workforce would be supplied by nationals 
through substantial investments in education and 
professional training on the one hand and by 
generous pro-natalist measures that would 
encourage high fertility rates on the other. This 
policy was adopted in response to the fear that 
large-scale naturalization of foreigners, even of 
Sunni Arabs, could upset the “intimate nature” 
of these societies. There was also a fear of the 
introduction of “revolutionary-republican ideolo-
gies” by Egyptians, Syrians, Palestinians, or 

Lebanese migrants, which could potentially 
topple the royal houses whose legitimacy and 
hold on power were becoming increasingly 
tenuous in a modern world.24  

Thus, in each of the Gulf oil states, 
the authorities enacted laws to prevent the 
naturalization of foreign workers, even 
Sunni Arabs and even if they had lived in 
the country for decades. Nor would birth in 
one of the Gulf states entitle newborns to 
citizenship or even permanent residency.25 
The naturalization laws in each of these 
states are so strict that even marriage of a 
foreign male to a Gulf female does not grant 
citizenship to the husband. On the other 
hand, a foreign woman who marries a Gulf 
male does become a citizen of the host 
country. This difference is due to the fact 
that according to the Shari‘a (Islamic law), 
the religion of children follows that of the 
father. Therefore, the vast majority of non-
natives who have received citizenship in 
these countries are females married to GCC 
males. Only in exceptional circumstances 

have the authorities granted citizenship to a male 
foreigner; their number, in any case, was 
insignificant.26 

In the case of Qatar, before the 
Citizenship Act (No. 38) of 2005, foreigners 
were granted citizenship solely at the emir’s 
discretion. The new act provides for the first 
time a legal mechanism by which a foreigner can 
apply for Qatari citizenship. According to the 
new law, Qatari citizenship may be obtained for 
those who fulfilled the following conditions: (a) 
residency in Qatar for at least twenty-five 
consecutive years; (b) the ability to speak 

                                                 
24 Baquer Salman al-Najjar, “Population Policies in the 

Countries of the Gulf Co-operation Council,” in 
Abbas Abdelkarim, ed., Change and Development in 
the Gulf (London: Macmillan Press and New York: 
St. Martin’s Press, 1999), pp. 138-9. 

25 Nasra M. Shah, “The Management of Irregular 
Migration and Its Consequence for Development: 
Gulf Cooperation Council,” ILO Working Papers, 
International Labour Organization, Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, Mar. 2009, p. 8. 

26 See, for example, Philippe Fargues, “Immigration 
without Inclusion: Non-Nationals in Nation-building 
in the Gulf States,” Asian and Pacific Migration 
Journal, no. 3-4 (2011), p. 273. 

Some analysts estimate that 88 percent of Qatar’s
population is made up of migrant workers. But Qatar has
made no progress in abolishing laws that effectively
force foreign workers into slavery. 
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Arabic; (c) a clean criminal record; and (d) a 
lawful means of income. In addition to these 
conditions, those born to a naturalized Qatari 
father shall be deemed a naturalized Qatari. The 
new law, however, limits the number of those to 
be granted Qatari citizenship to only fifty 
annually.27 

It should be noted in this respect that the 
Qatari authorities regularly insisted that the 
number of those who acquired citizenship in this 
fashion was very small. Thus, for example in a 
2010 interview, Qatari emir Sheikh Hamad 
stated: “A policy to increase the population; we 
don’t have this actually. But we give 
[citizenship] for the people first who apply and 
who fulfill our own regulations. Until now there 
are not many who are asking.”28  

While official Qatar followed the 
common naturalization policy of the other GCC 
states with the majority of those receiving 

                                                 
27 Law No. 38 of 2005 on the acquisition of Qatari 

nationality, 38/2005, Qatar Legal Portal (al-Meezan); 
Zahra R. Babar, “Citizenship Construction in the 
State of Qatar,” Middle East Journal, Summer 2014, 
pp. 411-3; Gulf News, June 6, 2006.  

28 Financial Times, Oct. 24, 2010. 

citizenship being foreign women married to 
Qatari nationals, evidence indicates that a 
substantial number of foreign males also 
succeeded in receiving Qatari citizenship.  

Recently, Qatar apparently started a new 
process of naturalization of Bahraini Sunnis.29 
However, as it probably began following the 
implementation of the 2010 census, this process 
is beyond the scope of this article. Moreover, 
since the latest publication of vital statistics 
annual bulletins of the QSA is from 2011, it is 
impossible to try to evaluate the scale of the 
Qatari national population following the 2010 
census.  

Engineered Natural Increase 
But whatever the number of naturalized 

citizens in Qatar, the major contributor to the 
rapid growth of the indigenous Qatari population 

since the 1970s has been 
natural increase. 

Since there are no 
official vital demographic 
statistics prior to 1980, the 
only possibility for estimate-
ing Qatar’s natural increase 
rate during the 1970s is 
through comparison with 
other countries with similar 
socioeconomic conditions. 
According to the ECWA 
estimate, in 1975 the crude 
birth rate of the indigenous 
Qatari population was 
approximately 50 per 1,000 
while the crude death rate 
was 20 per 1,000. The total 
fertility rate in 1975 was 
estimated at 7.2 (see Table 
3). These values are quite 
similar to those which 
prevailed in other Gulf 
countries at that time. For 

                                                 
29 Asharq al-Awsat (London), Sept. 18, 2014; Justin 

Gengler, “Bahrain Drain: Why the King’s Sunni 
Supporters are Moving Abroad,” Foreign Affairs, 
Sept. 5, 2014. 

Qatar University College of Pharmacy. Eighteen female pharmacy students
receive their bachelor of science degrees from Qatar University College of
Pharmacy, November 30, 2011. It is probable that the decline in the fertility
rate of Qatari women has been due to both a substantial increase in the
number of indigenous females receiving post-secondary education and to 
delayed marriages. 
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This trend ended, however, by 
the early 2000s with the fertility rate 
of Qatari women gradually declining 
to 3.4 in 2012. It is probable that this 
decline, marked especially by the 
drop in births to women under the age 
of twenty-four, was due to both a 
substantial increase in the number of 
indigenous females receiving post-
secondary education and to delayed 
marriages.35  

At least by 2004, the Qatari 
authorities had acknowledged the 
problem and established the Per-
manent Population Committee (PPC) 
to promote higher fertility. Its main 
objective was to, “Raise the current 
natural population increase rate for 
nationals, or at least maintain it to 
achieve an appropriate balance among 
Qatar’s total population.”36 In its 
2011 annual report, the committee 
specifically declared that the main 
objective of Qatar’s population policy 
was to “increase the proportion of 
citizens among [the] total pop-
ulation.”37 This aim was to be 
achieved mainly through encouraging 
and facilitating marriages among 
Qatari citizens; the adoption of 
policies that would reduce delayed marriage, 
especially of girls; facilitating the remarriage of 
divorcees and widows; providing loans for 
housing; reducing the cost of dowries, and 
giving family allowances that would increase 
according to the number of children per couple.38 
In addition to these financial incentives, the 
Qatari authorities have recruited prominent 
religious figures who constantly emphasize the 
religious duty of marriage and childbearing.  

                                                 
35 Bulletin on Population and Vital Statistics in the Arab 

Region, no. 16 (New York: U.N. Social and 
Economic Commission for Western Asia, 2013), 
table 77, p. 102.  

36 The State of Qatar’s Population Policy (Doha: 
Permanent Population Committee, Oct. 2009), p. 13. 

37 Annual Report-2011 (Doha: Permanent Population 
Committee, Jan. 2012), p. 8. 

38 The State of Qatar’s Population Policy, p. 13. 

Future Forecasts 
Thus far, not only have all of the 

demographic projections for Qatar totally failed, 
but they have not even been maintained for a 
decade. For example, in the mid-1990s, the 
World Bank projected that Qatar’s total 
population, both nationals and foreigners, would 
reach 693,000 in 2010 and increase to 769,000 in 
2020.39 Even more recent projections were 
wildly inaccurate. In 2004, for example, the 
Population Division of the U.N. projected that 
Qatar’s population would total 874,000 in 

                                                 
39 World Population Projections, 1994-95 Edition, The 

World Bank (Baltimore and London: John Hopkins 
University Press, 1995), p. 442.  

Birth in Qatar does not entitle newborns to citizenship; the
marriage of a non-Qatari male to a Qatari female does not
grant citizenship to the husband or to the child. As a result,
these children are denied privileges such as free electricity
and water, subsidized food products, free education, and
government jobs set aside for nationals. 
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Table 1: Alternative Estimates of Qatar’s Indigenous Population, 1970-2010 
Year Semi-official and 

unofficial estimates 
Author’s calculation of total Qatari 

citizens according to the NI data 
 (mid-year)** 

Author’s estimate 

1970 (c) 45,039(c) -- 47,700(c) 
1975 60,300 -- -- 
1980 65,357(so) -- -- 
1984 -- 91,979 -- 
1985 84,240 (un) 95,698 -- 
1986 (c) 99,754 (uo) /101,859 (so) 99,642 101,859(c) 105,340* 
1987 -- 103,594 109,064* 
1988 -- 107,533 113,268* 
1989 -- 111,639 117,504* 
1990 103,400(uo) 116,081 121,949* 
1991 -- 120,461 126,279* 
1992 141,000(uo) 124,820 130,935* 
1993 -- 129,735 135,976* 
1994 128,986(so) 134,861 140,981* 
1995 -- 140,440 145,920* 
1996 133,450(so) 145,670 150,848* 
1997 (c) 151,673(uo) 151,624 151,771(c) 155,664* 
1998 142,341(so) 157,573 160,533* 
1999 -- 163,388 165,500* 
2000 152,449(so) 173,514 170,636* 
2001 -- 179,867 176,032* 
2002 -- 184,983 181,415* 
2003 -- 190,435 187,109* 
2004 (c) 192,586(uo) 194,092 188,017(c) 194,390* 
2005 -- 202,222 202,385* 
2006 -- 209,120 210,510* 
2007 -- 215,199 219,269* 
2008 -- 232,267 228,509* 
2009 -- -- 237,590* 
2010 (c) 280,000-300,000 (Gray)/ 

250,000 (Kamrava)  
243,073 (GLMM) 

-- 240,042(c) 245,770* 

(c) = census; (uo) = unofficial estimate; (so) = ESCWA semi-official data; * End of the year; ** See Table 2.  
Sources for Semi-official and unofficial estimates: 1970: British Embassy in Beirut, Middle East Development Division, by N.B. Hudson, 
The First Population Census of Qatar, Apr./May 1970 (Beirut, Oct. 1970), p. 17; 1975 (uo): J.S. Birks and C.A. Sinclair, International 
Migration Project, Country Case Study: The State of Qatar (University of Durham, Department of Economics, February 1978), table 1, p. 6; 
1980 (so): ECWA, Demographic and Related Socio-Economic Data Sheets for Countries of the ECWA, No. 3 (Beirut, May 1982), table 1, p. 
131; 1985 (uo): HRD Base Ltd., Lloyds Bank Chambers, Socio-Demographic Profiles of Key Arab Countries (Newcastle, May 1987), table 
1, p. 151; 1986 (so): ESCWA, Population Situation-1990, table 9.1, p. 153; 1986 (uo): Gulf Labour Markets and Migration (GLMM).; 1990 
(uo): Birks, Sinclair & Associates Ltd., GCC Market Report-1990 (Durham: Mountjoy Research Centre, May 1990), table 1.1, p. 108; 1992 
(uo): Birks, Sinclair & Associates Ltd., GCC Market Report-1992 (Durham: Mountjoy Research Centre, 1992), table 1.1, p. 82; 1994 (so): 
ESCWA, Demographic Data Sheets, No. 8 (1995), table 1, p. 92; 1996 (so): ESCWA, Demographic Data Sheets, No. 9 (1997), table 1, p. 
84; 1997 (uo): Gulf Labour Markets and Migration (GLMM). Available at: http://gulfmigration.eu/population-by-nationality-qatari-w-
census-1970-2010; 1998 (so): ESCWA, Demographic Data Sheets, No. 10 (1999) table 1, p. 83; 2000: ESCWA, Demographic Data Sheets, 
No. 11 (2001), table 1, p. 116; 2004 (uo): Gulf Labour Markets and Migration (GLMM); 2010 (uo): Matthew Gray, Qatar: Politics and the 
Challenge of Development (Boulder, CO.: Lynne Rienner, 2013), p. 222;Mehran Kamrava, Qatar: Small State, Big Politics (Ithaca and 
London: Cornell University Press, 2013), p. 5; Gulf Labour Markets and Migration (GLMM). 
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Table 2: Calculated Total Qatari Citizens through the Official Qatari Natural 
Increase Data, 1984-2008 

Year CBR 
(per 

1,000) 

Nominal 
number of 
live births 

CDR 
(per 

1,000) 

Nominal 
number of 

deaths 

NI 
(per 

1,000) 

Nominal 
number of 

NI 

Author’s calculation of 
total Qatari citizens 

according to the NI data 
(mid-year)** 

1984 41.4 3,812 3.5 326 37.9 3,486 91,979 
1985 40.3 3,857 4.5 431 35.8 3,426 95,698 
1986 40.4 4,034 4.2 417 36.3 3,617 99,642 
1987 38.5 3,991 4.0 417 34.5 3,574 103,594 
1988 41.5 4,472 3.9 418 37.7 4,054 107,533 
1989 40.4 4,513 3.8 427 36.6 4,086 111,639 
1990 40.7 4,724 3.7 429 37.0 4,295 116,081 
1991 38.9 4,691 4.2 511 34.7 4,180 120,461 
1992 40.1 5,016 4.1 510 36.1 4,506 124,820 
1993 41.5 5,389 3.8 498 37.7 4,891 129,735 
1994 39.8 5,373 3.8 518 36.0 4,855 134,861 
1995 38.1 5,344 4.0 555 34.1 4,789 140,440 
1996 36.4 5,306 3.6 528 32.8 4,778 145,670 
1997 35.0 5,312 3.6 551 31.4 4,761 151,624 
1998 34.6 5,446 3.7 577 30.9 4,869 157,573 
1999 34.1 5,575 3.7 608 30.4 4,967 163,388 
2000 33.3 5,750 3.6 614 29.6 5,136 173,514 
2001 33.5 6,014 3.5 618 30.0 5,396 179,867 
2002 32.8 6,047 3.7 664 29.1 5,383 184,983 
2003 33.2 6,312 3.3 618 29.9 5,694 190,435 
2004 33.7 6,538 3.4 657 30.3 5,881 194,092 
2005 31.3 6,324 3.4 682 27.9 5,642 202,222 
2006 31.6 6,615 3.3 676 28.4 5,939 209,120 
2007 33.4 7,187 3.2 688 30.2 6,499 215,199 
2008 33.0 7,621 2.9 653 30.0 6,968 232,267 

CBR = Crude birth rate; CDR = Crude death rate; NI = Natural increase 
The formula for calculating: N = E(X) (Under the assumption of a binomial distribution) P; N = Total Qatari citizens; E(X) = The nominal number of the 
natural increase; P = NI (natural increase) per 1 Qatari citizen. Sources: CBR and CDR: Qatar Information Exchange; Live births and Deaths: Table 3. 
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Table 3: Natural Increase Rates in Qatar, 1975-2010 (author’s calculations) 
Year Mid-year 

Qatari citizens 
Live births 
(nominal 
number) 

CBR 
(per 1,000) 

Deaths 
(nominal 
number) 

CDR 
(per 1,000) 

NI 
(nominal 
number) 

NI 
(per 

1,000) 

Total 
Fertility 

Rate 
1975 -- -- 50.0 -- 20.0 -- 30.0 7.2 
1980 -- 2,853 -- 337 -- 2,516 -- 7.7 
1981 -- 3,002 -- 334 -- 2,668 -- -- 
1982 -- 3,457 -- 373 -- 3,084 -- -- 
1983 -- 3,416 -- 391 -- 3,025 -- -- 
1984 -- 3,812 -- 326 -- 3,486 -- 6.8 
1985 -- 3,857 -- 431 -- 3,426 --  
1986 -- 4,034 -- 417 -- 3,617 -- 5.8 
1987 107,202 3,991 37.2 417 3.9 3,574 33.3 -- 
1988 111,166 4,472 40.2 418 3.8 4,054 36.5 5.4 
1989 115,386 4,513 39.1 427 3.7 4,086 35.4 -- 
1990 119,727 4,724 39.5 429 3.6 4,295 35.9 -- 
1991 124,114 4,691 37.8 511 4.1 4,180 33.7 -- 
1992 128,607 5,016 39.0 510 4.0 4,506 35.0 4.8 
1993 133,456 5,389 40.4 498 3.7 4,891 36.6 --
1994 138,479 5,373 38.8 518 3.7 4,855 35.1 5.0 
1995 143,451 5,344 37.3 555 3.9 4,789 33.4 -- 
1996 148,384 5,306 35.8 528 3.6 4,778 32.2 -- 
1997 153,256 5,312 34.7 551 3.6 4,761 31.1 5.8 
1998 158,099 5,446 34.4 577 3.6 4,869 30.8 --
1999 163,017 5,575 34.2 608 3.7 4,967 30.5 --
2000 168,068 5,750 34.2 614 3.7 5,136 30.6 5.0 
2001 173,334 6,014 34.7 618 3.6 5,396 31.1 -- 
2002 178,724 6,047 33.8 664 3.7 5,383 30.1 -- 
2003 184,262 6,312 34.3 618 3.4 5,694 30.9 -- 
2004 190,750 6,538 34.3 657 3.4 5,881 30.8 4.2
2005 198,388 6,324 31.9 682 3.4 5,642 28.4 3.9
2006 206,448 6,615 32.0 676 3.3 5,939 28.8 3.9 
2007 214,890 7,187 33.4 688 3.2 6,499 30.2 4.0 
2008 223,889 7,621 34.0 653 2.9 6,968 31.1 3.9 
2009 233,050 7,499 32.2 684 2.9 6,815 29.2 3.8 
2010 241,680 7,733 32.0 673 2.8 7,060 29.2 3.6

-- No data available. 
The CBR and CDR were calculated by the average of Qatari citizens each year. For example, the average Qatari citizens in 1998 was their number at 
the end of 1997 plus their number at the end of 1998 divided by 2 (155,664 + 160,533 : 2 = 158,099).  

Sources: Natural increase, 1975: “Available Demographic Socio-Economic Data for Countries of the ECWA Region,” Population Bulletin of ECWA, Nos. 10-
12 (1978), p. 25; 1980-1982: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin, 1st Issue, 1984 (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, Sept. 1985), table 2, p. 2; table 19, p. 30; 
1983-1992: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin, 9th Issue, 1992 (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, June 1993), table 2, p. 5; table 25, p. 59; 1993-1999: Vital 
Statistics Annual Bulletin, 16th Issue, 1999 (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, July 2000), table 2, p. 5; table 25, p. 61; 2000: Vital Statistics Annual 
Bulletin-2009, 26th Issue (Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2010), tables10 and 28; 2001-2010: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2010, 27th Issue (Doha: 
Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2011), table 3; 2011: Annual Statistical Abstract-2012 (Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, 2013), chapter 3, tables 2 and 10; 
Total Fertility Rate, The data on the TFR except for the 2005-2007 period is taken from Table 5.; The Data for the 2005-2007 period is taken from: Vital 
Statistics Annual Bulletin-2009, 27th Issue (Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2010), table 1. 
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Table 4a: Qatari Nationals Ages 0-10 in 1997 
Year Number of births Number of infant 

deaths (0-1) 
Net increase 

1987* 3,223 48 3,175 
1988 4,472 53 4,419 
1989 4,513 55 4,458 
1990 4,724 54 4,670 
1991 4,691 59 4,632 
1992 5,016 54 4,962 
1993 5,389 62 5,327 
1994 5,373 59 5,314 
1995 5,344 60 5,284 
1996 5,306 64 5,242 
1997** 1,033 18 1,015 
Total 49,084 586 48,498 

* Since the census was implemented in mid-March, the live births and infant deaths were not included Jan., February and half of March; ** Since the 
census was implemented in mid-March, the infant live births and deaths were included Jan., February and half of March.  

Sources: Live Births, 1987: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin, 4th Issue (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, June 1988), table 4a, p. 4; 1988-1997: Vital 
Statistics Annual Bulletin, 14th Issue, 1997 (Central Statistical Organization, June 1998), table 2, p. 5; table 4.1, p. 7; Infant deaths, 1987: Vital Statistics 
Annual Bulletin, 4th Issue (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, June 1988), table 38, p. 77; 1988-1997: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin, 14th Issue, 1997 
(Doha: Central Statistical Organization, June 1998), table 39, p.123; table 41, p. 128. 
 

Table 4b: Qatari Nationals Ages 0-10 in 2010 
Year Number of 

births 
Number of infant 

deaths (0-1) 
Net 

increase 
2000* 3,743 33 3,710 
2001 6,014 53 5,961 
2002 6,047 62 5,985 
2003 6,312 74 6,238 
2004 6,538 45 6,493 
2005 (Jan.-Apr.) 2,057 19 2,038 
2005 (May-Dec.) 4,203 29 4,174 
2006 6,615 55 6,560 
2007 7,187 52 7,135 
2008 7,621 42 7,579 
2009 7,499 53 7,446 
2010** 2,457 13 2,444 
Total 66,357 530 65,763 

* Data include the period of May-Dec.; ** Data include the period of Jan.-Apr.  

Sources: Live Births, 2000: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2000, 17th Issue (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, Apr. 2001), table 4-1, p. 7.; 2001-2004: 
Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2009, 27th Issue (Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2011), table 3.; 2005: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2005, 22th Issue 
(Doha: Central Statistical Organization, Sept. 2006), table 7-1, p. 25; table 44, p. 205.; 2006-2009: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2009, 27th Issue (Doha: 
Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2011), table 3.; 2010: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2010, 26th Issue (Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2010), table 6-1.; 
Infant deaths, 2000: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2000, 17th Issue (Doha: Central Statistical Organization, Apr. 2001), table 41, p. 168.; 2001-2009: Vital 
Statistics Annual Bulletin-2010, 26th Issue (Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2010), table 53.; 2010: Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin-2010, 26th Issue 
(Doha: Qatar Statistics Authority, July 2010), table 20. 
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Appendix A: Research Methodology  
The research for this article is mainly derived from two kinds of sources: 

 (a) Official Qatari data, which includes two types of materials. The first is the five censuses which Qatari authorities 
implemented, beginning in April 1970 and most recently in April 2010.   

The second is drawn from the Qatari civil registration system and ongoing demographic and health statistical 
publications. Although Qatar implemented its first census in 1970, it did not have an accurate system of vital demographic 
registration until the early 1980s. In 1980, the Central Statistical Organization (CSO) was established and, in 1998, it was 
integrated into the Planning Council. In June 2007, the Statistics Authority (QSA) was established as a new independent 
governmental agency.  

 (b) ECWA/ESCWA publications. The U.N. Economic Commission for Western Asia (ECWA) was established in 
1973. In 1985, the name of the organization was changed to the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. The 
data provided by ECWA and ESCWA since the early 1980s is quite detailed. In addition to providing the total number of 
Qatari citizens according to sex and age groups, it covers a wide range of other demographic parameters such as the crude birth 
and death rates, age-specific fertility rates, and in some years, even the scale and structure of the indigenous workforce. 
However, in many cases, the estimates provided by ECWA/ESCWA were not accurate, and in some instances, there was quite 
a substantial gap between the data it provided and the estimates from our research on the number of the Qatari nationals.     

The “accuracy hierarchy” supposition on which this research is based is that since the mid-1980s, the most reliable data 
is that published by the Qatari authorities themselves, followed by that published by ECWA/ESCWA. Unofficial estimates 
have been credited with little accuracy as their research methodology was not specified. This article did not use any data from 
the World Bank or the CIA, as the demographic data published by both organizations lumps the Qatari nationals and the 
foreign population into one group without any distinction between them.    

In light of the above-mentioned accuracy hierarchy, the Qatari official data served as a “fulcrum” on which the 
calculated estimates were based regarding both the total number of Qatari citizens and their natural increase. In many cases, 
ECWA/ESCWA’s data serve either to check the probability of the Qatari official data or as a supplement to Qatari partial 
official data. 


